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FOREWORD 



'ARSHA KUTUMBAMU' is a prose work in Telugu 
which deals witlvthe Aryan path of domesticity. The author, 
Sri Vasireddi Durga Sadasiveswara Prasad, former Raja of 
Jayantipuram is a profound scholar in Telugu, Sanskrit, Pali 
and Hindi. 

To his credit he wrote about thirty books and thirty 
three essays in Telugu of which only nine books and eight 
essays were published. All the works cover a wide range of 
subjects like Philosophy, Ethics, Literature, Grammer, Indian 
Medicine, Botany, Environmental Science, Geography, 
Tourism and Political History- 
Mr. Prasad, being an erudite Scholar in Buddhist 
Literature, translated a number of Buddhist works from Pali 
and Sanskrit, His first Literary endeavour was 'Bodhisatva 
Avadana Kalpalata/ a translation of Kshemendra's Sanskrit 
work into Telugu. 'Dhammapada' 'Jataka Stories' 
'Bouddha Paribhasha' and 'Bouddha Hridaya' are his other 
works which convey the message of Buddha. As a mark of 
respect for the yeoman services rendered by him in popularis- 
ing Buddha's teachings, the Nagarjuna University honoured 
him on the occasion of the inauguration of its 'Mahayana 
Buddhist Studies Centre'. 

Mr. Prasad, in principle, does not like to be honou- 
red as he believes that titles and honours always deprive 
a person of his wisdom and knowledge, 

Mr. Prasad, now aged 84, still prosecutes his studies 
and literary pursuits, despite the onslaught of age which 
affects the capacity to read, write and listen to. 



V! 

Although he was brought up in an affluent atmos- 
phere by his revered father, Sri Venkatadri Naidu, the Raja of 
Muktyaia and himself being the former Raja of Jayanti- 
puram, Mr. Prasad is surprisingly unostentatious, and abounds 
in native culture of high order. 

It is this background which prompted him to under- 
take the work entitled "Arsha kutumbamu" in the year 1 954. 

A peep into this work provides a preliminary know- 
ledge of our ancestral family traits. The reader will be enligh- 
tened to get at the cream of ind an culture as revealed 
through the age-old farrrly system which contributed to 
the happy and peaceful living of our ancestors. 

Some of the suggestions made by the author may, 
of course, be not palatable and practicable in these days of 
urban civilisation and unrest. But to the extent possible, we 
may try to put them into practice in the day-to-day social 
Sife and administrative pattern of our villages for a better 
and blissful way of living. 

This volume* is the thirteenth pub'ication in the series 
of the Andhra Pradesh Government Oriental Manuscripts 
Library and Research Institute I thank the Government of 
Andhra Pradesh for the keen interest evinced by them in the 
activities and progress of this department. 



V.V.L NARASIMHA RAO, 

Nov. 1, 1983 DIRECTOR. 

Andhra Pradesh Government 

Oriental Manuscripts Library and 

Research Institute. Hyderabad. 

* The original manuscript of 'Arsha Kutumbamu' was 
purchased from the author on 2*3-1977 by the A P.G.O M.L. 
& R, L The Accession and call numbers assigned to this 
manuscript are Ace. No. 3710 and T 10-8 respectively. 
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